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© Malvin Artley 

Happy New Year friends! 

Today is ‘Befana Day’ here in Italy,
1
 the 12

th
 day of Christmas and – drum roll, please – the end of 

the Christmas holidays. It’s time now to take down the Christmas lights, put away the decorations, 

get back to normal schedules and shed the extra pounds (or kilos) we might have gained over the 

holiday season. And I know for some readers, you will be celebrating the end of the festive season. 

It is not always an easy time for many people for a variety of reasons. For the more religiously 

inclined readers, today is also the Feast of the Epiphany, or ‘Three Kings Day’, the day in 

Christianity that celebrates the physical manifestation of God in Jesus. Eastern Christianity 

celebrates the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River on that day. It is known as ‘Three Kings Day’ 

because it commemorates the visit of the Magi (the three kings) to the Christ child. The reason I list 

these is because the major part of the Christmas season takes place within the Capricorn interval 

every year, and these ideas will have bearing when we look at Capricorn in a moment. But what is 

the ‘Befana Day’, and what meaning would it have on what has just been mentioned? Well, we will 

save that for the end of this letter. But first we will have a look at Capricorn and a very brief look at 

what faces us in the coming year, and what we might seek to attain. 

The symbolism of the star in the East, the birth of Jesus, the three Kings, Herod and the whole birth 

in Bethlehem story relates directly to Capricorn, because that sign represents both the densest 

concretion of spirituality and also the shattering of that concretion so that the resplendent light of 

spirit can shine out upon the world. Capricorn marks the appearance of the initiate in human form, 

and for that reason we celebrate Christmas in that sign. Capricorn is said to be a most mysterious 

sign, and it holds within its symbolism the key to what we might call attainment. Its common 

representation is the mountain goat, which climbs precariously, yet surely in the craggy, precipitous 

heights, dining on lichen and whatever sparse verdure might be found there. One gets the idea of an 

austere, almost ascetic or hermit-like existence, for which some Capricorn types are known. 

Spiritually, this represents one’s setting aside of worldly comforts in the pursuit of one’s ultimate 

goal – the full attainment of transfiguration and entry into the Kingdom of Souls. The other symbol 

associated with Capricorn is the unicorn,
2
 that mythical creature with the single horn jutting out 

from the forehead of the beast, which represents the fully opened third eye, or organ of spiritual 

insight. But beneath these symbols lies this idea of attainment, and all Capricorn types carry within 

their psyches an underlying or even burning desire for success in some endeavor, whether worldly, 

spiritual or a combination of the two.  

The word attainment means different things in the East than it does in the West, especially when it 

comes to spirituality. But, the word in itself suggests that a goal is finally realized in Capricorn, 

following upon the Sagittarius interval, with its emphasis upon reaching goals. What is suggested in 

Capricorn, following upon the word ‘attainment’ is another meaning – that of liberation. In these 

two words – attainment and liberation – we have held the gist of the theme of Capricorn. Capricorn 

is the tenth sign of the zodiac, representing the culmination of efforts, and beginning, as it were, 

with the Midheaven in the natural zodiac. Capricorn thus marks a life that high points in the various 

phases of the long history of the soul. It marks a point at which thereafter all that is needed is 

consolidation of efforts to ensure that what has been attained will be ‘set in stone’ (Capricorn being 

an earth sign), following a steady reassessment regarding the fitness of the gains made. One, in a 

sense, spiritually ‘comes of age’ in Capricorn, and one is set to work in the field in which they have 

achieved. This can apply equally to business or finance, for which Capricorns are widely known, or 

to spirituality. 
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Failure is a word not found in the vocabulary of Capricorns. To them, failure of achievement is seen 

as a kind of death, as would be falling from the top of a mountain, or on the way up, to be avoided 

at all cost. Hence, great ambition is generated with this sign. Inherent in the theme of attainment for 

Capricorn is the influence of Saturn, for Saturn governs the timing and suitability of events to the 

purposes of the soul and the greater groups with which any soul is connected. Saturn is the planet of 

ambition – slow, steady, measured progress toward the attainment of objectives – and Capricornians 

are well-known for their ambition. Saturn also represents crystallization and restriction, but this is to 

be seen as beneficial. One could say that Saturn represents the ‘perfection of a moment in time’, 

because Saturn shows us the results of our choices and actions in the past, and thus presents us 

opportunities for a change of direction. Saturn represents an end point in this respect because, being 

the Lord of Karma in astrology, it brings about results, results that we must face. If we have lived 

well, we experience good results, and vice-versa, to put the matter simply. Saturn thus inspires us to 

ambition for change and shows us the results of our past ambitions at the same time. Therefore, 

with Saturn we have the ‘planet of completion’, representing the crystallization of karma into a 

moment in time (meaning a period of time), with the challenge then before us being to shatter the 

restrictions of our past and to move forward into greater light and freedom. 

Ambition in Capricorn is the type of ambition that builds for the future, rather than the type of 

ambition represented by, say, Mars, which is for the moment but which dies out as quickly as it 

fires forth. Saturn builds things to last, as one can see in the charts of people who have Saturn well-

aspected to Mars (Paul McCartney, Katy Perry, Michelangelo, da Vinci, Lee Iacocca) or Jupiter 

(Gauguin, Donatella Versace, John D. Rockefeller, Prince Charles) or in squares to the luminaries 

(Oprah Winfrey, Salvador Dali, Lucille Ball, Nelson Rockefeller, Jr for Sun; Orville Wright, Lech 

Walesa, Sylvester Stallone, John Addey, Walt Disney, for the Moon). In such cases Saturn can call 

forward strong creative force and reserves of energy that would be lost on other people and it 

generally goes toward producing a person who is very determined and single-minded as to their 

work. Especially if Saturn is square to one of the luminaries, little is allowed to interfere with the 

attainment of the sought-after realization. 

Capricorn is said to produce ‘the best and the worst’ in humanity
3
 as a result of the above 

considerations. Being a sign of extremes, it presents the opposite pole to Cancer. Capricorn can lead 

to the heights of material success (Jared Kushner, Rupert Murdoch) or spiritual success (St. Therese 

of Lisieux, St. Bernadette) and to the depths of human intrigue and depravity (J. Edgar Hoover, 

Hermann Goering, Jim Jones). But whereas in Cancer the focus is more about peace, security, 

group life and finding a realization of the temporal nature of existence, Capricorn is focused upon 

the control of resources by individual effort, both internal and external – not just control, but of 

having dominion over resources. It is not enough for a Capricorn to feel secure. They must have 

mastery, and in this there is a connection of this sign with Leo. We won’t go into that here, except 

to make the point that ambition begun in Leo finds its culmination in Capricorn, figuratively 

speaking. We will deal more with the material aspects of Capricorn following the look at the full 

moon. But our focus here is more about the spiritual aspects of the sign. Capricorn in the latter 

sense refers to the mount of initiation, or transfiguration, wherein the true nature of reality is seen in 

fullness for the first time, forever changing the outlook of the amazed initiate, and transfiguring the 

individuality into a form orientation onto what we know as the bodhisattva path. 

In all of astrology there is a constant coming and going, back and forth between the emphases of the 

signs, the great interrelation of the planets and signs as they influence our planetary and human 

evolution. Having mentioned that Cancer is the sign opposite Capricorn, in its highest, the former 

sign represents the beginnings of the striving for the ‘bliss of liberation, which the stillness of water 

as a meditation symbol represents and which is the prerequisite for all spiritual attainment. Cancer 

is ruled esoterically by Neptune, which is the gateway to bliss. It finds it culmination, like Leo, in 

Capricorn. Whereas Cancer represents immersion both in the sea of human emotion and the search 
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for serenity in that, in Capricorn one must rise above that, shunning emotional attachments, turning 

one’s back on security and then climbing unaided above the mists of human glamours and 

moistness of human affection into the arid places above the clouds of humanity’s stormy abode, 

wherein the ‘light supernal’ can be seen unencumbered, unfettered by human ties. All Capricornians 

carry this symbolism within them, which is why they can seem cool or even cold at times, 

seemingly immune from the pain of others.  

But there is a catch, as there always is in astrology: In the light supernal, the suffering of all beings 

is seen in fullness, along with the experience of insuperable bliss, and the overpowering urge at the 

height of the Capricorn experience finally dawns upon the now initiated person – the urge to return 

from the mountaintop, back to the depths of humanity, and from there to serve as all the great 

bodhisattvas have in the past, heedless of their own desires and physical promptings as they render 

service to all. The burning desire of the initiate is to be able to enable all beings to experience the 

‘bliss of the mountaintop’ and the clear light of truth. Capricorn leads to Aquarius, the sign of the 

World Server, symbolically considered. Hence, we have the esoteric motto of Capricorn, once the 

experience of initiation has been had: 

“Lost am I in Light Supernal, and on that Light, I turn my back!”
4
 

In Mahayana and Esoteric Buddhism, one undertakes the bodhisattva vows prior to initiation, prior 

to the Path of Seeing, which Capricorn represents. Saturn can indicate vows, and the weight which 

vows are given in spiritual life. For a bodhisattva to break their vows is to risk death – not a 

physical death, although that might eventuate, but to cut oneself off from the light and the bliss they 

have experienced on the mountaintop – to, in effect, experience what one might call a ‘lower 

rebirth’. I would submit that the idea of lower rebirths in Buddhist thought can be somewhat 

reinterpreted. The pain of an initiate/bodhisattva having realized that they have failed in service to 

even the smallest of beings produces a pain so great in the consciousness of the initiate that it can 

amount to a sort of mental purgatory or even hell for a time, until restitution has been made. 

Whereas in Buddhist terms the Cancerian prayer is to realize the great striving for the bliss of 

liberation, the prayer in Capricorn runs as follows: 

“Gaining then genuine certainty that I must guard the pure vows which are the 

foundation of worldly and transcendent attainments,  I ask blessing to guard those vows 

at the risk of my life.” 

…meaning one’s spiritual life. The loss of one’s body is of no importance at that point, and largely 

because the body nature has been transcended, having been symbolically ‘impaled upon the horn of 

the unicorn’, the latter having been mentioned as one of the symbols for Capricorn. There is much 

to consider with this most fascinating and at times misunderstood sign, but with that, let’s have a 

look at the full moon, turn our backs on the ‘light supernal’ and get back to where we might be of 

some needed service in the world.  

The full moon takes place on 12 Jan 2017 at 11:34 UT (10:34 PM AEDT). It is a very stressful and 

dynamic figure, with the Sun conjunct Pluto, and the full moon axis squaring both Jupiter and the 

Ceres/Uranus/Eris conjunction, forming thus a great cross. This full moon is going to shake things 

up, and given that we have the inauguration in the US on the 20
th
, we can perhaps see why. What a 

way to start the year! This period, which started with 2016, represents an upheaval that we are 

meant to experience in many ways, though, and there are many crystallized patterns of thought in 

the world these days that will be ‘on the menu’ in the coming years. We will get to what those are in 

a bit. It is not all stress in the full moon figure, though. The full moon axis receives easy-opposition 

influence from a Mars/Chiron conjunction, and the Jupiter opposition with the Ceres/Uranus/Eris 

conjunction receives the same from Saturn. The latter is a ‘big business’ configuration and favors 

http://malvinartley.com/PDF%20Files/charts/CAPRICORN_2017.pdf
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large projects on all sides, and for building long and far into the future. Some of this will figure into 

the inauguration, but we will wait and have a look at that with the Chinese New Year letter in a 

couple of weeks. The time of the presidential oath will be known by then and we will be able to 

have a complete chart of the new administration. Suffice it to say, 2017 is going to be a fascinating 

year, and it will begin with a rocky start! 

Seeing that this letter marks the start of the New Year, we might take a very brief overview of what 

faces us in relation to Capricorn and the year in general. Speaking of Capricorn and crystallization, 

there are some major points of crystallization which need to be broken to a large degree before any 

real progress in world peace and cooperation can be had. We have been at a sort of collective 

crossroads for a while now and we are pregnant with sense that we must break through into a better 

way of living. The crystallized patterns of thought might be listed as follows, and we can see the 

beginnings of their cracking already. The list is not all-inclusive: 

 The Zionist movement and organizations which have caused so much disturbance in the 

Near and Middle East, and which hold an overpowering sway in US politics. They were 

recently dealt a blow in the UN,
5
 with the Russian/Iranian intervention in Syria, and with the 

Iranian nuclear deal, the former of which is finally beginning to find its backbone. 

 Far-right Christianity in the US – conservative, evangelical Christianity – which plays into 

the hands of the Zionists in Israel and the US and has caused recent disruptions in US 

politics in the past decades, along with their regressive social agendas and their insistence on 

Israel being ‘the Holy Land’ and the city of Jerusalem being the rightful and spiritual capital 

of Israel. It is reactionary and largely un-Christian in its core beliefs, but it is played upon to 

great effect by politicians in the US. 

 The banking system and current neoliberal economic structures which have taken so much 

sovereignty from nations and brought about much of the debt slavery we see in the world. 

 The oligarchies in the US and Russia, primarily, and the US especially, with their 

overarching control on world economic affairs. To this should be added the ‘deep states’ and 

military-industrial complexes in countries such as the US, Russia, China and European 

countries and which cause so much trouble through their covert actions and propaganda. To 

this also should be added the major organizations of the press, which have been consolidated 

into what amounts to monopolies, and this is especially true in the US. 

 The nationalistic, overly-patriotic attitudes, based sometimes in ancient thoughtforms, in 

many countries that have reared their heads again under economic stresses and the stresses 

of migration due to war and the environment. To this should also be added racist attitudes 

that have festered below the surface until now. There is no ‘superior’ or ‘chosen’ race or 

country. The only ‘chosen people’ are those of any race who make effort to live spiritually 

and who love and serve equally all of humanity. 

 Religious extremism in any form. The fact that we see it now is due to two factors: the 

incoming 7
th
 Ray energy of the Aquarian age and the dying out of the 6

th
 Ray and the 

waning of the Piscean age. We can all sense that something new is around the corner, and 

the fact that we see so much divisiveness in the world now is an indication that this new 

spiritual impulse is immanent. As a result, the status quo, reactionary forces are quite 

alarmed, and are doing their best to hold on to what has been, often at the cost of great 

human suffering. To this should be added the slowly emerging 4
th

 Ray, with its emphasis on 

conflict, initially, which in the end leads to harmony. 

 Materialism itself, which is crystallization in its essence. What is referred to here, though, is 

the excessive desire for material things, as evidenced by many countries. This materialism is 

destructive to human happiness, and no true security is found therein.   

Some of the items listed might draw reactions from some readers, but a deeper consideration of the 

origins of them and their effects will eventually reveal the truth. We can only touch on a few things 
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here. The US in particular and Europe are undergoing a breaking up of their established orders now, 

or rather the rigid idealism that underlies them, and this is why we are about to see Trump installed 

as President, for instance, or the Brexit vote. I won’t go into that again here, except to make certain 

points about the US in general, speaking as a US citizen, since what happens in the US produces 

such large effects in world affairs.  

What we see in the West now and especially in the US is a full-blown propaganda war, focused 

upon Russia, and which is meant to distract the populace from the major interests at work behind 

the scenes. Hillary Clinton was the preferred candidate to win the US election – preferred by the 

elites and moneyed interests, aside from the general populace – and the fact that she lost has caused 

great consternation and a sense of panic among those interests, hence the pronounced hyperbole, 

misreporting and outright misinformation in the press regarding all the reasons for her loss. What 

we see in reality with the propaganda campaign is a confluence of many factors, and it has many 

elements which are similar in effect to the time of the supposed weapons of mass destruction fiasco 

that led to the Iraq War in 2003. We might list these factors as follows: 

 Western oil interests have been stymied by the success of the Russians in Syria and the 

Syrian army. Syria would have been a key staging point in the flow of oil out of the Middle 

East and Russia has established a firm foothold there now, and is increasing its influence. 

This is one of the biggest reasons why Russia is being demonized at the moment. 

 The loosening of US hegemony worldwide and the sensed coming decline of US corporate 

interests. This is causing a profound sense of dis-ease in the corporate halls of power in the 

US, which basically run politics in the US now. Hence, the need by the deep state to keep 

the press and politicians on track in order to ensure that the US corporate empire continues 

into the future. 

 The Russian/Syrian/Iranian and growing Chinese alliances, which is a counterweight to 

Israeli and US influence in the Near and Middle East. It would appear there is a covert and 

increasingly overt effort to derail this alliance going on now, which we see in the recent 

assassination of the Russian ambassador in Turkey, the probable assassination of the chief 

NATO investigator into terrorism financing,
6
 and the recent sanctions against Russia by the 

Obama administration, among other things. 

 Trump’s and Trump’s cabinet’s business interests overseas, especially with regard to Russia, 

which run counter to the desires of the US deep state, the latter of which profits mightily 

from the sale of arms and which needs its enemies to continue its influence. Trump’s 

business interests are a threat to that, as is any effort toward détente with Russia. Trump’s 

abandonment of ‘free trade’ deals also throws a wrench into those works. 

 The waning of influence of the corporate media in the US, which is increasingly distrusted, 

and which has been stumbling all over itself with its reporting on the supposed Russian 

hacking of US concerns, for instance. There is no concrete evidence that the Russians did 

so.
7
 The hypocrisy over ‘Russian hacking’ is over the top, too, seeing how the US itself and 

other Western and Israeli powers have interfered regularly in the affairs of foreign countries 

worldwide since the end of WWII. From Russia with love? It would appear not. 

With regard to the last point, it is believed by many in the US due to the media frenzy that the 

Russians did in fact influence the outcome of the election. They may have to a small degree. 

However, the reason for Clinton’s loss probably has closer ties to programs such as Voter Cross 

Check, which was used in 26 states and kicked a total of over 7 million voters off of voting rolls 

just prior to election day, mostly in swing states.
8
 Only four single cases out of those millions 

proved to have been fraudulent, but that is where Trump got the idea that millions of votes were 

fraudulently cast. Those lists targeted minorities in the US, which typically vote Democrat. And 

then there was the factor of gerrymandering in states such as North Carolina, which again 

disadvantaged minorities and favored Republican voter bases. The election was rigged and 

http://malvinartley.com/articles_west15.htm
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interfered with, but not in the large by the Russians, as we are being led to believe. It was a ‘home 

job’, and it has received scant attention from the Democratic party.  

As for Russia, if there is to be a lessening of tensions and a growing détente, it needs to be 

approached slowly and with care. The current Russian state is not a free state. It is run by ex-

FSB/KGB men and they definitely have a plan for Russia’s future, which is at odds in many ways 

with the US and European interests. The Russian military in particular sees the US as their main 

enemy, unsurprisingly. In many ways, Russia’s current government mirrors the US deep state. It 

rose to power following a series of false flag operations in Russia, which killed hundreds of people 

and which was blamed on Chechen separatists, leading to the Chechen invasion, which killed 

thousands.
9
 To make the story short, these false flags resulted in the installation of Vladimir Putin 

as president of the country, himself an ex-FSB lieutenant-colonel. Yet, on the other side, Putin has 

restored Russian pride and its economy, which was in a shambles after the fall of the Soviets and 

under Yeltsin. We might get the idea that what the US and NATO are doing now is another attempt 

at destabilizing and crashing Russia as is what happened in the Reagan years, but that would be a 

mistake. The Soviets crashed under internal pressures and in-fighting. We see no such internal 

schisms in Russia now. She has experienced a renewal and is stronger internally after what 

happened with the Soviets, and that has many people in the West alarmed.  

People in Eastern Europe especially have very fresh memories of Soviet occupation of their lands 

and do not wish to see a resurgent Russia. They would like to see a more Western approach in their 

lands. To put Russia’s power in perspective, though, although it does have a modernized military 

since Putin has risen to power, its economy is only roughly the size of that of Australia and South 

Korea,
10

 which might seem astounding, but it does have the largest nuclear arsenal in the world. 

With its Leo personality expression, much of its perceived power is bluster – the Lion roaring at the 

world – but Russia is set to be a key player in the future of the world. We would expect that when 

Pluto enters Aquarius in 2025, that great changes will come to Russia as Pluto does its work, with 

greater freedom coming for Russia’s people, as Pluto has done since it has transited through 

Capricorn with regard to Washington in the US. Until that time, Russia probably should be eyed off 

very carefully and the EU and US alliances kept in place, although with adjustments. 

And there is another interesting little item that has come to light, too, which might eventually sour 

the Trump administration’s relations with Israel. We have heard Trump say that he would 

renegotiate the Iran deal, leading many people to think that he would simply discard the deal, which 

many hawks in the US and Israel would love to see. But if we step back a bit and look, he didn’t say 

he would tear up the deal. The key word here is renegotiate – and that has a different meaning for 

Trump than it does for many in Congress or the US populace. It does not mean getting tough on 

Iran. Instead, what Trump probably really means is renegotiating the deal in order that American 

business interests actually get a better deal with Iran, which would serve to strengthen relations 

between the two countries and actually strengthen the Iranian nuclear deal. As an example, when 

the Iran deal was struck it opened Iranian markets to American interests. The Iranians wanted to 

upgrade their airliners, and contacted Boeing in Washington state for an order of 109 aircraft, or 

$25 billion worth.
11

 That would have meant jobs for thousands of Americans.  

The Republican-dominated House quickly quashed the proposed deal,
12

 instead calling for further 

sanctions on Iran. The deal for the planes instead went to Airbus in Europe. Trump would like to 

see this sort of thing reversed. If that could happen and American interests with Iran could take root, 

Iran would thus be less of an enemy, friendlier toward the US, American workers would have more 

real manufacturing jobs and the world would be a safer place as a result, provided there were no 

provocations from disgruntled parties. Strengthening of the deal, again, would be against the 

interests of the American deep state and Israeli, Saudi and Turkish interests, who see Iran as an 

enemy state and would like to keep it that way, but theirs is the sort of view that stands in 
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opposition to the light that is emerging amongst the world’s people. The Arab peoples need to be 

left to sort out their own affairs, without interference from outside players. 

In essence, what we see then is an effort in the US to sabotage Trump before he even takes the oath 

of office. Trump is deeply disliked by many, and he represents an existential threat to many 

interests in the US that have been built up over years, interests which are not in the best interests of 

the country. The efforts at hand will take many forms. The primary aim at the moment is to sour 

relations with Russia to the extent that Trump would find it very difficult to form any sort of 

partnership with Russian interests. Trump’s “Make America Great Again” consists of two main 

concepts, which he has voiced clearly at his rallies: making America rich again (?) and making 

America strong again (?). I put the question marks because the US is already the richest nation in 

the world, and with the most powerful military in the world, bar none. This “Make America Great 

Again” also sounds suspiciously like a doctrine of the past from the think tanks “Project for the 

New American Century”
13

 (now defunct) and the “Foreign Policy Initiative”
14

, and hides thinly 

veiled the idea of American imperialism. 

The American military-industrial ‘empire’ is headed for a fall, though, and within a few short 

years.
15

 We are greatly overextended, spend far too much on defense, have growing internal 

conflicts, focus too little on our own people and country and have disadvantaged ourselves by 

allowing our freedoms and hard-won rights to be eroded through our own fears, over-focus on non-

essentials and our complacency. Many Western nations are facing similar problems. Threats from 

Russia and China, for instance, are overblown or are not seen in their true light, and are meant to 

distract us from where the work at hand really needs to be done – on ourselves. Threats from other 

powers are not military, but instead are based in economics, primarily. People like Trump, Bernie 

Sanders and others see these problems and seek to remedy them, in differing ways. This fall of 

empire that is forecast could actually be a very good thing, too, although it will bring suffering in 

the initial stages and probably a loss of national self-esteem in the interim. But what it will mean is 

a world where there is no one great power, where nations will have to work in closer cooperation, 

and where trust will be built slowly over time. These next years in the US, Europe, Australia and 

Middle East especially are going to be very volatile and there will be great uncertainty as to 

outcomes. A much-needed adjustment in world affairs is taking place, and at the end we will see a 

more peaceful world.   

So, in just this little overview we have a table full of factors before us on which to ponder, as we are 

moving toward a reorganization of the world order. There are selfish interests on all sides. There are 

parties seeking actively to destabilize existing orders and incoming ones so that their own interests 

can move in and take advantage. There are no saints in those interests who seek to maintain the old 

ways, no ‘good guys’. And then, on the other side there are the people of goodwill everywhere who 

seek greater freedom for all of humanity and a more just distribution of resources. And in the midst 

of all this we find ourselves distrusting more and more what we see presented to us through the 

various sources of news, mainstream and alternative. Where do we turn, now that Pluto in 

Capricorn has brought the river Acheron flooding through our living rooms, and his sister Eris has 

called upon us to decide who is the fairest to lead us into the future? Where are the voices of unity, 

which bind us through a common drive toward the greater good? The pioneers who light their lamps 

in the darkness to illumine that which is hidden and show paths hitherto unseen? The examples of 

integrity and courage who at great cost to themselves fight for the common people? They are here 

with us if we would look. 

Yes, we just had Befana day in Italy. In the story of Befana
16

 we might see a reflection of ourselves. 

Befana was an old woman who was supposed to follow the Magi (Three Kings) to take gifts to the 

newborn Christ child. But she was too busy sweeping and cleaning the house that day to go with 

them, promising to go with them after she had finished. But she missed her chance. When she 
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realized what she had done, although it was too late (she thought) she hurriedly gathered her gifts 

and raced through the countryside with her broom in tow trying to catch up to the Magi, but the 

Magi were long gone. So instead, since she could not find the Christ child without the Magi, she 

went from house to house, giving the gifts meant for the Christ child to all the children who had 

been good. Sound like anyone we know? The Magi followed the star in the East, which is our own 

spark of divinity we are forever seeking. The three Magi were the three aspects of our higher Self, 

or spiritual Triad, which we become as the initiate, and Befana is us, always too busy with our little 

affairs to realize what is important until it is too late. But even at that, we still have our gifts to give 

to all who are ready to receive them. And eventually, we become the Christ child. 

In closing, the words of one of my mentors ring in my heart and mind as being truer today than 

ever: “If you have a strong reaction to something, if you feel emotionally pulled to do something, 

you leave yourself open to being used, to add karma to your situation. To follow that path marks a 

step backwards on your blueprint for life and reduces your chances of having free will in the 

future.” Where have we collectively decided based on emotional appeals? Where has fear won the 

day? We see it all around us. It is easy to get caught up in emotions, in public opinion. It takes effort 

to stop and think, to check facts, to question motives. Most people get played easily through their 

emotions, and this is evident in much of the media that we see. One of the great gifts of Capricorn is 

that it brings us to the point of realization of the truth of life, that truth being revealed to us in the 

clear light of our silent, deep meditations. It brings us to the realization that we must return to those 

whom we love and be of service, bringing with us the truth that we have experienced, and that all 

beings are worthy of that love. There is no separation from others in our eternal, blissful truth, in 

what we call our higher Self, which dwells always in non-duality. Politics and economics and the 

‘news’ might be a great fascination to many of us in these days as we spend our days sweeping the 

house and doing our chores, but let us never forget the spirit that drives us ever onwards toward the 

fulfillment of our highest principles in life, and the love that fills us all. Let that spirit be the basis of 

all that we do. The rest is of no importance. 

Blessings for the New Year, 

Malvin 

malvin@malvinartley.com 

6 Jan 2017  

These letters are sent as a service. If you wish to be added to or deleted from the mailing list, let me 

know. Feel free to pass them along if you feel so inspired, but please do so without alteration. 
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