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In summary 

The Great Rebalancing 

Greetings Everyone! 

A dog’s life: Life here in Rovereto is slowly beginning to take on a sense of normalcy, at least on 

the surface. The weather is warming, people are outside in greater numbers at bars and restaurants, 

our trees are finally flush in their foliage, the house cleaned of its accumulation from the past year, 

especially of memories of being locked within its walls off and on for the past 12 months. Even our 

dogs are newly refreshed, having had to endure dog-washing day. It is always a big event here. Our 

English setter takes it on the muzzle, stoically, apparently not minding the ordeal too much. But the 

other three dogs? – well, there are dramas galore at bath time. They don’t take to the water very 

well, kind of like some children who loathe taking baths. Afterwards it is funny to watch them, 

though, running frantically through the house and rubbing themselves furiously on the throw-rugs, 

as if to try to rub off that just-washed smell – dogs, not kids. Once they settle down they all get a 

treat, and then off to dream-land, another trauma surpassed. But with dogs, spring brings on another 

unwelcomed task – checking for ticks, which are abundant in the woods where we take them 

walking. Vigilance is the price of freedom, from ticks as well as from tyranny. On the whole, 

though, a new vision for the path forward is emerging here in Italy, and in other parts of the world, 

too, which we will address later in this letter. And amidst all the dramas, we still all chop wood and 
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carry water, all the while mindful that every mundane task carries a moment of divine potential on 

one’s spiritual path. 

Amidst all the dramas in the world today, the fear-invoking squawking of media and rumors of war 

and immanent destruction in parts of the world, it behooves us all the more to take time for 

ourselves, to sit in silence and the get a sense of what is actually taking place, what is real and what 

is mere bread and circuses, and to see what is truly important for us in these times. It is not easy, but 

we in the West have a specific challenge to do so in the midst of all the clamor taking place around 

us. And that requires being able to take ourselves out of attachments to outcomes and what might 

seem to be a pre-ordained course of events. Insight can come even while washing a dog, for 

instance, if we are focused in the act of service rather than the annoyance of barking dogs. And 

there are many dogs barking around us in these days. 

Censorship: Speaking of barking dogs, you may or may not have heard about the recent ‘Russian 

aggression’ in Ukraine, with all the pundits throwing their weight in on when they think the war 

will start and its likely outcome. The proverbial ‘dogs of war’, yes. Well, don’t count on it – war, 

that is. I have written a post on it, with all the reasons why there will probably be tensions for a 

time, without a large conflict, and then a slow draw-down. But this brings up an issue, which is 

concerning for all of us, and that relates to the growing censorship coming out of the US, UK and 

parts of the EU regarding Russia and China. The US has recently sanctioned several web sites that 

have been cited in these letters in the past years and often in my blog posts. Those sites are branded 

as ‘Russian disinformation sites’, and they are banned on US social media. This sends two 

messages; 1) a few establishments in the West are very concerned with their loss of influence 

regarding Russia and China and, 2) those establishments do not want people to know the truth about 

what is going on wherever said parties are active.  

I have fact-checked the sites cited in these letters and find them to be accurate on the whole. 

Nobody is perfect, of course. In the past such censorship was often practiced when preparing a 

people for conflicts. We hold the thought that is not the case today, but censoring those sites shows 

a relative weakness across the Western establishment and a growing anxiety about the rapid rise of 

Asia, which the West can no longer control. A strong nation can handle free speech and has no need 

of censorship. And just so you know, the sanctioned/censored sites are South Front, Strategic 

Culture Foundation and New Eastern Outlook. There are probably a few more censored. Two of the 

sanctioned sites I have not cited previously are InfoRos and News Front.  

Regarding the censorship, that is the reason I no longer load my blog posts onto US social media 

platforms as in Twitter and Facebook, unless those posts are about matters not pertaining to 

geopolitics. We see similar censorship regarding COVID. But such censorship by the powers that 

be is dangerous because it deprives people of different points of view and informed debate and 

keeps them locked into an echo chamber supporting an established narrative. Whoever controls the 

narrative controls the populace. So, here is a question to ask: What is it they do not want you to 

know, and why? We will look at this more in a bit. But what is being censored also points to an 

emerging path forward, which the establishment would also rather you didn’t see. And that brings 

us to our consideration of Taurus for this year, relating as Taurus does, to the ‘Light of the Path’.
1
 

Taurus: There are three considerations regarding Taurus which we shall examine in this letter, and 

those are the relation of Taurus to ‘the Path’, the transit of Uranus through Taurus, and the nations 

and capitals ruled by Taurus. Just to quickly mention, the three nations said to have Taurus as an 

emerging soul expression are China, Poland and Canada. The two capitals with Taurus as soul ruler 

are Moscow and Rome. And finally, only one place has been given as having Taurus in the 

personality, and that is Great Britain. Note the latter is not listed as the UK. Ireland is left out. There 

are rather interesting developments taking place in the UK regarding the latter, with Northern 

Ireland being particularly troubled again since Brexit and the pandemic have taken hold. There is 

https://malvinartley.com/blog.malvinartley.com/2021/04/09/a-ukrainian-fandango/
https://ennyman.medium.com/he-who-controls-the-narrative-controls-the-people-700118aadb3
https://ennyman.medium.com/he-who-controls-the-narrative-controls-the-people-700118aadb3
https://malvinartley.com/destiny_of_nations.htm
https://malvinartley.com/destiny_of_nations.htm
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/13/from-brexit-to-covid-rules-why-violent-riots-have-broken-out-in-northern-ireland.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/13/from-brexit-to-covid-rules-why-violent-riots-have-broken-out-in-northern-ireland.html
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also a problem with organized crime there. That Taurus rulership of the nations and cities just 

mentioned bring them into close relationship, for good or ill, and with Taurus transmitting the 1
st
 

ray via its esoteric rulership, those places are bringing forward some powerful events. 

Regarding Taurus, Uranus in Taurus and paths, unless one follows independent, open source news, 

we would have barely noticed, if at all, that several events which have taken place since the last 

letter (Aries) have signaled a definitive shift in the direction of geopolitics and which will see 

fundamental changes taking place across the planet. If all goes well, though there will be many 

bumps in the road along the way, we are well positioned to see a more peaceful world by the 2025 

index date.
2
 What this means will be outlined after we look at the full moon for this Wesak period. 

In the Year of the Rat on the Crossbeam (2020), the main theme was that the time for decisions had 

come. Across the world last year, decisions were indeed made in all nations about their way forward 

into the immediate future. This year those decisions have been finalized and set in motion. The 

main theme for the Year of the Ox on the Road is the need for ‘a change of environment’, which 

will bring health, further noting that adequate precautions will prevent future calamity. With that 

said, there are a few key nations who have taken that advice to heart and are moving on it, thus 

changing the world environment and preventing the possibility of future calamity befalling them. 

That, too, will be addressed after our look at the full moon. The idea of paths becomes quite 

important for our considerations this year, then, leading into our discussion on Taurus, starting with 

the Path and paths. 

The Path and the Paths: What are we talking about with ‘the Path’ as is mentioned so many times 

in spiritual groups and in the many books on spiritual practice and esotericism? Essentially, it 

involves actively practising in life that which leads to liberation from the karmic necessity to 

reincarnate and thereafter to full enlightenment. Every religion has their ‘path’ to the ‘heart of God’. 

Buddhism gives us the graded stages of that path as a practice, known in Tibetan Buddhism as lam 

rim. It is worth noting Buddhism is not a religion. It can be practiced as an adjunct to or within the 

context of any religion. Buddhism is, in its essence, mind training, albeit a very powerful and 

rigorous process of such training. It, too, leads to liberation in its lower forms (the 

Shravakas/’Hearers’ and Solitary Realizers) and full enlightenment in its higher forms (Mahayana 

and Vajrayana). But there is no central deity in Buddhism. There is instead the buddha nature, 

which is the goal and which is attained at full enlightenment. But overall, what we are talking about 

with ‘the Path’ is any of numerous methods which lead us to full enlightenment, which is inclusive 

of liberation. There is a difference between the two – full enlightenment and liberation, which is 

explained in a bit. 

In the books of Alice Bailey, ‘the Path’ is described as the graded process of the five human 

initiations (expansions of consciousness) that are steps on the path to full enlightenment. The 

process of initiation is peculiar to our planet and is achieved through dynamic tension in meditation. 

Alice Bailey equates each of the major episodes in the life of Jesus with the five human initiations, 

from birth to revelation – birth, baptism, transfiguration, crucifixion and revelation. These have 

their correspondence in the Five Paths of Buddhism – purification, accumulation, seeing, meditation 

and no-more-learning – which are outlined in Appendix 7 of my Full Moons book from 2014.
3
 In 

addition to the Buddhist Five Paths, there are also the Ten Grounds, entered upon at the Path of 

Seeing, or the 3
rd

 initiation/transfiguration. In Tibetan Buddhism there is a course of study, sa lam, 

which explores these five paths and grounds. So, although there is the one Path, there are also five 

paths therein. Liberation takes place on the 4
th

 Path, 4
th
 initiation or crucifixion, whereas full 

enlightenment is achieved at the end of the 5
th
 Path, 5

th
 initiation or revelation. At the culmination 

of the 4
th

 Path, one achieves the Great Renunciation, as called in Buddhism, wherein the initiate 

could leave if they wanted to, never to return to earthly life, but they instead renounce their 

achievement and return, as an act of service. It is a choice, not karmically mandated. All along the 

way, we go ‘from darkness unto light’ in graded, gradual steps. It was the Buddha who outlined the 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/irish-organised-crime-now-in-an-era-of-unprecedented-extremes-1.4139870
http://malvinartley.com/cny_20.htm
https://malvinartley.com/article24.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamrim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamrim
https://thubtenchodron.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Salam-root-text-Grounds-and-Paths.pdf
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five Buddhist paths, codified for Tibetans by Atisha in the 11
th

 century and expanded upon by 

Tsongkhapa, the founder of the Gelugpa lineage. 

We tend to think of a path as having a direction and as something that leads us to a destination, 

physically considered. Going on pilgrimages are symbolic of ‘stepping onto the Path’ In a recent 

conversation with my wife, who has been on many pilgrimages, she made the observation after 

coming back from one of those that one did not need to go on a journey to do a pilgrimage. Living 

one’s life is itself a pilgrimage. As a symbol of the Path, we begin our ‘pilgrimage’ on the Buddhist 

Path of Purification, which involves living an ethical life and study. We are ‘born again’. The aim 

there is to become ‘pure in heart’. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God”
4
 Without 

that as a fundamental, ultimate success on the Path is unattainable, i.e., full enlightenment. It is the 

foundation stone of all spiritual practice. And for that, the beginning stages of meditation begin in 

the heart: 

“Through meditation, which is the exemplification of the basic yoga aphorism "energy 
follows thought," all the unfoldments and developments which the aspirant desires are 
brought about. Through meditation, the heart centre, which in undeveloped man is 
pictured as a closed lotus turned downwards, is reversed, turned upwards and unfolded.  
At its heart is the light of love. The radiance of this light, being turned upwards, 
illumines the path to God, but is not the Path, except in the sense that as we tread upon 
that which the heart desires (in a lower sense) that path leads us on to the Path itself. 

Perhaps clarity will come if we realize that part of the path is within ourselves and this 
the heart reveals. It leads us to the head, where we find the first portal of the Path proper 
and enter upon that part of the path of life which conducts us away from the body-life, 
to the fullest liberation from experience in the flesh and in the three worlds.”

5
 

We begin our pilgrimage when we can sit in occult silence. From there, we see the light of the path, 

first upwards to the head, and then through the graded stages of the Path. Between the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 

paths we build the antahkarana, the ‘rainbow bridge’, yet another path, but this one an energetic 

one, which gives a clear ‘pathway to God’ from our brain consciousness. From there, it is a simple 

process – if it can be described as ‘simple’ – to persist in the practice, to ‘keep walking’. It is a vast 

study, this study of the paths, with all their intricacies. Involved in all that study are energetic 

pathways, paths of study and instruction, from one plain (plane) to the next, encountering fellow 

travelers and teachers on the way, having our passing experiences with them and then moving on. 

The first ‘step’, taken in Aries upon what we call the ‘reversed wheel’ in esoteric astrology, leads to 

the vision of the way forward in Taurus. In esoteric astrology, there are two paths you can go by, 

but in the long run there’s still time to change the road you’re on. We can stay on the common, 

clockwise wheel around the zodiac and eventually, after long periods attain our enlightenment. That 

is the easy way out, or so we might think. Or, we can ‘leave the house’ (our worldly concerns) and 

begin our pilgrimage ‘back to the Father’s house’. 

With each step we take, from one path to the next, new revelation comes. When we step onto the 

first path, we organize our physical lives and our thoughts, cultivating virtue and building resolve. 

Stepping onto the 2
nd

 path, we begin to dispel our glamours, and it is this path which is occupying 

the minds of many people today. What is true, or not? What is essential, or not? What is purposeful 

in life, and am I living up to that purpose? Taurus is intimately connected with this 2
nd

 path, because 

it involves purpose. “The entire secret of divine purpose and planning is hidden in this sign…”
6
 

This path marks the preparation for a greater vision, one we achieve at the third Path, which sets us 

firmly upon the paths to liberation and enlightenment. From that point onward, there is virtually 

nothing that can stop the progress of the ‘pilgrim upon their way’. And it all begins by ‘having our 

hearts in the right place’. There is much to say here, but there is much more to cover in what 

follows. We leave our discussion of the Path and paths with the following: 
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“And so, I would like you to establish a clear point of view toward all disappointments. 
Should one be terrified by the destruction of illusions? Each broken illusion is another 
step of knowledge. True knowledge is austere, as is the spiritual path, and only the 
spiritually strong can hope to approach the path of accelerated spiritual development. 
Moreover, this path can never be eased, since only suffering, only personal tension can 
transmute our energies and give them the necessary balance. But blessed is he whose 
heart is aflame with the exaltation of heroic achievement; supernal joy becomes his lot. 
Thus, kindle all the fires of your heart, and exaltation of the spirit will be yours.”

7
 

There would be quite a lot to unpack in the preceding little paragraph, too. But for now, we move 

on to the full moon, the energies of which will influence the entire year, and then look at what has 

been set in place for the world in the immediate years ahead. From here, we begin a new pilgrimage 

in international relations and in our home nations. 

The full moon takes place at 03:31 UT on the 27
th
 of April (1:31 PM AEST). This is a supermoon, 

the first for 2021. Next month will be a supermoon, too, at the full moon. Next month will be the 

largest of the supermoons for the year. This one is known colloquially as a ‘pink moon’, thought to 

be named after the creeping pink phlox flower, just so you know. But this full moon will bring 

about change through instability in old orders, which will produce conflicts – hopefully not too 

violent – that will solidify positions especially throughout Asia. There are three main factors in the 

chart that indicate the instability and changes:  the Sun/Uranus conjunction, Mars out-of-bounds and 

the midpoint Saturn=Mars/Neptune. Any time Mars is out-of-bounds tensions run high and hot, and 

this time has been no exception. Added to that, Mars has transited over an eclipse point at an Aries 

point (on the 23
rd

) which saw the missile strike near the Dimona reactor in Israel, some of the 

largest protests against COVID measures yet seen in Europe, the Jewish violence in Jerusalem, the 

Russian airstrikes in Syria that took out over 200 Daesh fighters, Putin’s ‘red lines’ speech, the 

Czech spy scandal that wasn’t, and now the terrible fire in the COVID ward in a Baghdad hospital. 

Mars out-of-bounds has produced spectacular, if deadly effects this year. Mars activations of 

eclipses stay in effect for a week on both sides of the eclipse point.  

The midpoint just mentioned in particular is associated with epidemics and came into effect on the 

22
nd

, lasting through the first part of May, and which has seen the COVID crisis in India spike to the 

highest levels seen yet in the pandemic, wholly avoidable, and aggravated by Modi’s intransigence 

and poor policy, involving also the privatization and the financialization of India’s economy, badly 

affecting its hospitals. India has a pronounced fascism now, fascism being examined shortly. This 

goes to the reading of the midpoint: “…Instability, feelings of inferiority, misdirected energy. - 

Unfortunate consequences as a result of a weak will, lasting weakness or illness…” The keynote for 

this full moon then? – change, with a new vision on the path ahead and a greater intensity of ‘Light 

on the Path’. That brings us to our world view for this Wesak period, and it is showing a capacity for 

change not seen in a while. There is one particular area where this is being focused, and it relates 

primarily to economics, trade and finance, all Taurean manifestations and all about to undergo some 

very significant changes, in line with the Uranian transit through Taurus. 

The third freedom: We base our look at Taurus this year on the third of Roosevelt’s Four 

Freedoms: Freedom from Want. We discussed Roosevelt’s four freedoms in the Libra letter from 

last year. In fact, that third freedom is expressed in the transit of Uranus (freedom) through Taurus 

(desire and supply, or ‘want’). In real terms, any wise government is going to work diligently to 

secure this third freedom. Otherwise, if the people are left wanting, it breeds discontent, unrest and 

ultimately upheaval of the state if left to go on for too long. History supplies us with ample 

examples of why freedom from want is so important to a free and fully functioning society. And in 

the West, we have periodic examples of why freedom from want is considered to be so important 

and determinative of governmental success, because economic concerns are most often the decisive 

factor in the outcome of elections. For the same reason, sanctions are a powerful ‘soft weapon’ in 

exercising influence over other nations. Regimes who use sanctions as a weapon will claim that said 

https://www.nakedcapitalism.com/2021/04/the-covid-19-catastrophe-in-india-keeps-growing.html
https://www.nakedcapitalism.com/2021/04/the-covid-19-catastrophe-in-india-keeps-growing.html
https://malvinartley.com/articles_west8.htm
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sanctions are levied only against the leaders of targeted nations, whereas in fact, the sanctions 

deprive average citizens of the sanctioned nations from income, thus destabilizing said nations. 

There are several current examples, as in Syria, Venezuela, Iran and even NATO member, Turkey. 

Sanctions as a tool against governments will soon be a thing of the past. 

Sanctions can also come in the form of trade restrictions and punitive tariffs, as we have seen 

recently against China and even US partners, levied by the Trump administration. Trade wars often 

lead to hot wars. These are frequently used for domestic politics, too, as we see between Australia 

and China at the moment, where the government in Oz is increasingly ‘on the nose’ with the 

Australian public. The spat with China provides political capital for the Morrison government. For 

one, I have my doubts the trade dispute Australia has against China is due to any sort of courageous 

action on the part of Scott “ScoMo” Morrison, Australian PM. Instead it more likely has its origins 

in pressure from Washington, who definitely have plans against China and wants Australia as part 

of ‘the Quad’, an anti-China alliance. That leads into our longer investigation for this letter, which 

is about the changing world economic structure, and which is the real reason we see the strident 

anti-China narrative that has risen sharply across Western media. There is a video which explains it 

well. And Australians in particular will want to see the section of that video from 6:24 to 8:40. 

Remember Gough Whitlam when you watch that segment. Australians will get the point. 

Before we get to the main body of our investigations a few words about Australia and New Zealand 

are in order. The Australian government is being called out by Rex Patrick of South Australia for its 

lack of transparency, especially since the start of the pandemic. The COVID-19 commission is 

stacked with officials from the gas industry, for instance, and is handling conflicts of interest in its 

economic recovery plans. This sort of thing is a long, ongoing problem with Australian 

governments, consistent with Australia’s Capricorn personality. The spat with China distracts from 

such concerns. Yet, China is singled out for its growing ownership in Australia, with sentiments 

against China constantly whipped up with nonsense about ‘China taking over’. How many 

Australians know China ranks 9
th

 in foreign ownership in Australia? The two biggest investors in 

Australia are the US and the UK by far. Yet China is singled out. This is not to defend China, but to 

get to the truth of matters. Who, then, has more influence in Australia, then – China or the US? 

Which nations have the biggest foreign influence in Australian foreign affairs, or New Zealand, for 

that matter? Why are these two nations being used, along with India and Japan, as an alliance 

against China? What good does it serve? For reasons to be outlined, it is a wasteful, futile and even 

dangerous exercise. Governments play on people’s fears to affect domestic political aims. 

Australia’s current rhetoric about China coincided closely to the period when Mike Pompeo made 

<the visit> to Australia when Trump was pushing his China trade war, and Australia followed along 

thereafter with the calls for independent investigations into China’s alleged role in the pandemic, 

‘alleged’ being the operative word. For its part, New Zealand has a stronger sense of sovereignty 

with regard to the US and to China: 

“…new foreign minister Nanaia Mahuta…said earlier…that she did not want New 
Zealand’s complex relationship with China to be defined by Five Eyes. She suggested 
that New Zealand needed to “maintain and respect” China’s “particular customs, 
traditions and values”. At a joint press conference with her Australian counterpart 
Marise Payne…she was more explicit still. Mahuta said: “The Five Eyes arrangement is 
about a security and intelligence framework. It’s not necessary, all the time on every 
issue, to invoke Five Eyes as your first port of call in terms of creating a coalition of 
support around particular issues in the human rights space.” 

Well said. But for her statements, New Zealand has been labeled as the weak link in the Five Eyes 

network. History tells us it is easier and far more manageable to restrain states, if that is what is 

desired, through alliance and friendship than by active opposition. This applies to the West’s 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_sanctions#/media/File:US_Sanctions_2.png
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sa0WcEOn6zo&t=523s
https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/politics/australian-politics/2021/04/25/foi-laws-rex-patrick/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/jul/30/australian-pms-department-refuses-to-release-covid-19-commission-documents
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/resources/investment-statistics/statistics-on-who-invests-in-australia
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/resources/investment-statistics/statistics-on-who-invests-in-australia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/23/new-zealands-stance-on-china-has-deep-implications-for-the-five-eyes-alliance
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/23/restraining-russia-through-friendship-lessons-from-the-19th-century/


 

Pg7 

attitudes toward Russia especially, but to China as well. Opposition can lead to war, but as stated in 

the linked article, “war sometimes just happens; peace is always caused.”  

Machiavelli’s ghost: In calling out the attitude of the United States in its foreign policy, in the 

Aries letter this year mention was made of the Machiavellian nature of the Washington 

establishment (topic: ‘Saturn and the US’). The linked video, preceding, states the matter clearly in 

plain English. On the Machiavellian scale, the think tanks, establishment factions and bipartisan 

political class in Washington all score highly. From the video, Mearsheimer, the man in the video, 

is a leader in US political thought. Comments I have read over the years by DC insiders and 

historical evidence confirm his statements. He doesn’t necessarily believe all of them, but he 

accurately gives the state of play in Washington in terms of foreign relations. He also castigates the 

liberal world order, having correctly forecast its current malaise and decline, blames NATO policy 

for the current crisis in Ukraine and the Russian actions in Crimea, but sees the world as anarchic, 

rather than as an emerging cooperative effort. That the world is currently anarchic in many respects 

is true, but the subjective/esoteric view is that such a world is evolving toward a greater sense of 

order out of the current chaos.  

Mearsheimer does make a comment, though, that is particularly relevant to this letter, in that he 

says the biggest threat to the US and Europe today (the seat of the liberal world order) is income 

inequality. In other words, the decay of Roosevelt’s third freedom is at the root of the turmoil we 

are seeing in the West, evidenced in the large protests we are seeing now in relation to the COVID 

restrictions, which have resulted in large-scale unemployment, closure on a scale not seen in recent 

memory of small businesses and loss of personal income due to lack of government support or 

preparedness. And it is pointless and counterproductive to blame that state of affairs on other 

nations, since the root cause of the problem is within our own borders. Those root causes will be 

outlined as we go along here, keeping in mind that ‘human rights’ is not the issue here. That is the 

cover story for what is actually taking place in the great power competition – who so controls trade 

and finance controls the nations. 

China, China, China…: The West is flush now with anti-China propaganda. With China’s Taurus 

soul, it would be appropriate in this letter to examine the nature of the propaganda against China – 

but we won’t except for a few brief statements. Attitudes are too hardened now, old hatreds too 

pronounced. And given what we have heard and all the horror stories, it is probable that what 

follows will simply be dismissed as ‘Chinese propaganda’ or as one-sided. All I will say is that 

unless one looks deeply into historical archives – archives instead of news articles – or speaks with 

people who actually know the regions and travel to those places frequently or live there, the truth 

will seem fantastic or otherwise false. That goes for anything else we hear or read in the news these 

days. And I would also point out that many foreign people I have spoken with who hold up the US 

as a kind of gold standard are somewhat dismayed when I tell them about costs, infrastructure, 

social programs and work in the US, having heard all the American myths instead of traveling and 

seeing for themselves. 

The West has trotted out specific issues with China relating to human rights and so forth, mostly 

relative to the following areas – Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong Kong, Myanmar and Taiwan. The vast 

majority of such bad press for China is untrue, but is instead manufactured for domestic 

consumption in an effort to turn people away from China, to try to show China’s economics as 

somehow inimical to ours and to perhaps even go so far as to try to manufacture consent for a war 

with China. Our interest in China in this letter is not about human rights, but goes far beyond that, 

and goes to the real reason why we are seeing all the stops being pulled out in the West’s attempts 

to ‘push back’ against China. Only a brief mention will be made with links to the aforementioned 

regions, debunking, demystifying and exposing other views of those regions. Via the links as a 

starting point, you can investigate these matters for yourselves, if you so choose. 

https://malvinartley.com/articles_west25.htm
https://malvinartley.com/articles_west25.htm
https://www.harleytherapy.co.uk/counselling/machiavellianism-psychology.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Mearsheimer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T99JmDelxs8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08Q9PN8SV/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i0
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I will say at the outset what follows is not to paint China as a shining light in world affairs. No 

nation is perfect, all have problems and all nations would do well to have a good housecleaning. 

The United States is called out frequently in these letters for its actions and misadventures, as is the 

UK, for instance, and need to be, given what will be apparent about them after our look at China. 

Most readers would probably agree the US and UK need to clean up their own back yards. To be 

plainer about the approach taken in past letters in the past regarding nations, the focus has been on 

the trajectory of nations relative to their soul expressions, nearly as those can be ascertained, 

examined over the course of time and historical precedent. That said, our interest is not on the 

present moment, but on what is evolving out of it, based in the past with a mind to the future. And 

with respect to the latter, China takes a very long view and is not hemmed in by election cycles.  

But there is a greater reason why these nations have been continually brought up in recent letters, 

and it relates to historical precedent. The reason the rise of Russia, Iran and China has been so fast 

and notable is because they took leaves from past books of the US, UK and Germany regarding 

economic growth and now invest in their infrastructure, their industry, technical and scientific 

innovation and most importantly, in their people. An incentivized, positive people make a nation 

great. This is what the aforementioned Western nations used to do and which made the West the 

powerhouse of the world and the seats of technical and social innovation as well as industrial might, 

as well as very desirable places to go and live. That disappeared in large part as neoliberal or 

financial capitalism took over. So, the nations of Asia – Russia, China and Iran – are held up in 

these letters not because they are exemplary (though in some respects they are), but more as a 

reminder of what we once had, and can have again. That day is coming, and unless something 

untoward happens, we will probably have at least a start by 2026 toward reestablishing what we 

once had in the West. And we can see the faint beginnings of it in, for instance, Biden’s talk of 

reinstituting wealth taxes on unearned income, which will be used to finance his infrastructure 

initiatives. That will be interesting to watch, as the battles in US politics will be no-holds-barred. 

But until the West deals decisively with its oligarch problem, freedom from want for the public will 

be a fleeting dream. 

When we look at individual nations regarding their issues and challenges, it should be born in mind 

we are looking primarily at their governments and their policies, not their general populace. But 

when it comes to China and Russia especially, we in the liberal West have been so poisoned about 

those nations via media and government actions over many decades, and have been given so little 

factual information about them, that it is understandable why we in the West want to believe those 

nations are evil and commit malign activity throughout the world, all the while being told and 

wanting to believe, “We are the good guys!” Well, are we, meaning our governments? Or is there 

willful ignorance and misinformation about other nations being promulgated to reinforce the belief 

among the people that said nations are out to get us, out to ‘conquer the world’ or other nations, or 

are just generally malign actors? And if the latter, why would that be? That is the question to be 

asked and one which I question daily myself.  

If there is a bottom line here, it is that every nation to greater or lesser extent will act to secure its 

own interests and security. On the other side, some nations are rightly concerned about the status of 

the planet, the geopolitical situation and do genuinely want to help other nations, cooperating with 

other nations on an equal footing, all the while needing to contend with their own internal 

challenges. With these caveats in mind, and dispensing with the ‘human rights’ issue, what is the 

truth about some of the apparently most concerning areas of China, then? And why do those matters 

even concern us? We will simply link sources that give another view of what we are told about 

China’s ‘evil intent’ with a brief statement and then move on to what is more pressing – the changes 

in the world power base and economics indicated by the transit of Uranus through Taurus. But as 

we go on, keep in mind we are told the peak of the cycle for stimulation of the East will not be 

reached until the middle of this century
8
, meaning China’s and other Asian nations’ rise is only set 

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/biden-has-pledged-to-tax-the-rich-but-precisely-how-will-he-do-that-experts-consider-his-options-11619110923
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to continue, and has been in progress already. It is producing turmoil in people who wish to hold on 

to the old order and Western dominance. It is producing misunderstanding and conflict, as we see 

today. That will only increase over the next few years. Moving on, then, and speaking of regions 

where Chinese influence is specifically cast in a very dark manner, we have: 

 Tibet: The problems in Tibet have a similar origin to those in Xinjiang, namely Western 

imperialist ambitions in the regions of South and Central Asia and how those have clashed 

with Russia and China for over a century. The British and then the Americans especially 

have had designs on Tibet for many decades. There is a cache of CIA archives that exposes 

the West’s meddling in Tibet, life in pre-1960 Tibet and why the Chinese moved to suppress 

unrest there. Tibet was no Shangri-La for the average Tibetan and until 1959 it was a brutal, 

feudal society for the average Tibetan, by the Dalai Lama’s own admission. See also here, 

here, here, here, here and here. 

In considering the above links, I will say that I have great respect for Tibetan Buddhist scholarship 

and the essence of their practices. I know many expat Tibetans, some of them monastic, others not. 

Most of them talk about and long for a ‘liberated Tibet’. But for the majority of Tibetans still in 

Tibet it is doubtful many of those who survived those earlier years would want a return of the 

supposed ‘Shangri-La’ of pre-1960 Tibet. This is an example of getting mixed stories. The expats I 

know are too young to have known what Tibet was like before 1960, and they don’t talk about the 

history of Tibet. I doubt many of them actually even know. 

 Xinjiang: To ask an uncomfortable question, why is it that all of a sudden our governments 

claim to care so much for a few million Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang when our same 

governments have committed genocide, have bombed and maimed millions of Muslims and 

are currently allowing tens-of-thousands of Muslims to starve in Yemen, Syria and in other 

places? The so-called ‘genocide’ and ‘internment camps’ in Xinjiang along with most all of 

the remaining horror stories about the region are a fabrication, to manufacture outrage at 

China. It appears to work with Western audiences, even though the stories are, shall we say, 

a little short in the truth department. These stories are reminiscent of the old ‘babies in 

incubators’ story that had liberal and conservative alike in the US clamoring for war against 

Iraq in the 1
st
 Gulf War. See also here, here, here, here, here and here. If you don’t believe 

the links, go have a look for yourself. You can travel freely in Xinjiang. And all the kerfuffle 

about Xinjiang cotton is just that. There is no forced labor in Xinjiang cotton fields, for 

instance. That was in the past in other nations, and one in particular. 

 Hong Kong: The protests there over the years, but especially last year, have been aimed at 

turning Hong Kong away from the mainland toward the West, in contravention of the one-

country-two-systems treaty that was signed at the handover of the ex-British colony. There 

were clear signs of foreign intervention at the latest protests, in what amounted to a color 

revolution. It didn’t succeed. The protests were never really about ‘freedom and democracy 

anyway.’ The British wanted to keep their secrecy locations there and the West in genera l 

wanted to keep Hong Kong as a Western-leaning outpost on China’s border. 

 Taiwan: This is a developing story and a real hot spot now, given the heightened animosity 

toward China out of Washington and London. If there were to be a war with China, it would 

likely start over Taiwan. The One-China policy is the sticking point here, and Trump had 

sought to agitate for it to be rescinded. In fact, the West is agitating for Taiwan to assert 

more independence and to cut off chip supplies to the mainland. There is far too much to go 

into here, but the Chinese mainland wants a gradual, political solution to what they see as a 

separatist part of the mainland, while the Western media feeds us constant stories about how 

the Chinese are ready to seize Taiwan militarily. The only way they would do so is if 

Taiwan tries to declare independence. Otherwise, Americans need to think twice about our 

aggressive actions in the South China Sea and Taiwan Strait. America has only very limited 

options when it comes to defending Taiwan. And the truth be known, the US would lose in a 
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conflict with China in China’s territorial waters. Other Quad members would suffer the 

same fate. To Americans, that’s called ‘home court advantage’. Such a conflict would 

produce extreme hardship in the world’s economy, too. 

 Myanmar: Myanmar is included here due to its proximity on China’s southern border, and 

due to what appears to be yet another color revolution developing there. The latter is part of 

the larger effort by the West to disrupt the Belt and Road and the economic corridor that 

runs through Myanmar to China, which serves as a bypass to the Malacca Strait. There 

again, the protests are not a simple matter of a fight for ‘freedom and democracy’. China 

would work equally well with either the elected government or the military, and has done so 

throughout Myanmar’s short history. The current conflict was precipitated by the elected 

government seeking to oust the military from government, thinking it could govern the 

nation without military involvement, thus threatening the established order. The strategy of 

the NLD was premature and not well thought out. The aim by foreign powers there is to 

keep Myanmar destabilized, it would appear, at least in the interim.  

Why bring up all the preceding points, then? They illustrate a growing sense of urgency in the halls 

of power in the West, as we note most of the above points have been particularly activated in the 

past few years, if not in the past few months and are on the increase. And they go along with the 

hard stance the previous US administration took toward China. The reason the tropes about 

Xinjiang and so forth are being rolled out so heavily now is because of a few recent actions by the 

Chinese and other Asian powers which have the capacity to and indeed already are reshaping the 

world order and geopolitical power base toward a multi-polar order and state sovereignty, while the 

West is left stagnant and dealing with its own serious internal issues. There are four main areas that 

greatly concern the establishments in the US and UK, and which were brought clearly into light by 

the pandemic and then the Ever Given incident. They are: 

 The fragile state of the West’s economy and its evident decline 

 The growing rapprochement and cooperation between China and Russia 

 The coming rollout of China’s digital yuan 

 The recent signing of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership of Iran and China 

When expressed rightly, Taurus exhibits as a steady, persistent and determined influence, informed 

by a long vision into the future, as evidenced in the Taurean soul expressions of Moscow and 

China. This is something of which the current thinking in the foreign policy establishments of the 

West have little comprehension, so it would appear. Or perhaps they actually do recognize the long-

range planning of Moscow and Beijing, which is what has them so up in arms. Either way, there is 

little hope for those foreign policy think tanks to effectively stop the progress being made in Asia. 

The evidence of the concern in the West is further illustrated by US efforts now to re-enter the 

JCPOA (which would tie Iran closer to the SWIFT system and thus to Western control), the 

increasing Ukrainian fandango (read the update first) which has many people afraid of WWIII (Put 

the latter to rest. Russia has dominance there and the situation has already deescalated.) And we 

have the latest foolishness of Britain sending two warships to the Black Sea to ‘bolster Ukrainian 

confidence’. The latter is the British ‘John Bull’ Taurus personality in action. The Americans had 

better sense and recalled their ships to go and vacation in Cyprus. And now there is the growing 

possibility that Bibi Netanyahu will be ousted, Iranians now enriching uranium to 60%, and this 

after the sabotage attempt at Natanz, with consequent retaliation at Dimona by the Axis of 

resistance. That was an interesting event, but it has the Israelis quite disconcerted now that their air 

defenses failed to intercept the ‘errant’ Syrian missile. Expect very quick and secretive negotiations 

in the region as a result, as Israel is essentially undefended from missile attacks. Russian warships 

are now escorting Iranian supply ships to Syria. Russia is also sending wheat to Syria, enough to 

supply it until the middle of next year. These efforts come ahead of the elections in Syria, taking 

place in a month, seeing Assad no doubt reelected. 
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The Ever Given incident has also given a big push for China to use the Russian Northern Sea Route 

for transit of goods to and from Europe, thus avoiding all the strategic straits to their south and 

west. And for comparison, the Northern Sea Route is three times faster than transit through the 

Malacca Strait and Suez Canal. That would also largely leave the Five Eyes alliance, except for 

Japan, dangling in the wind. Why would China choose to ship to Europe and points west through 

the southern straits when it can do so three times faster around the top of the world? The incident 

also gives an increased impetus to develop land routes through Central Asia, especially now that 

American combat troops are rumored to be leaving Afghanistan (We’ll believe that when we see 

it.). Russia has a fleet of 53 icebreaker ships, with 18 more on the way. The US has no such ships. 

Even China has one, as it is beginning to actively explore and develop that route, and has desires to 

see it turn into an ‘Arctic Silk Road’, along with joint efforts with arctic Western and NATO 

countries. We hear virtually nothing about these developments in the mainstream news, except for 

the threats or aggressions they supposedly represent. 

Simpatico or contempt from familiarity?: Considering the Taurean nature of the nations and 

cities mentioned previously, why are some of them drawn to each other and others so antagonistic 

in their interrelations? Moscow and China, for instance, draw ever-closer in their relations and both 

are seeking to express their Taurean souls. This would seem to be a natural development, especially 

when one considers the largest part of the land mass of Russia lies in Asia. Russia’s soul motto is to 

link two ways
9
, and we see that in its very early stages in attempts at a greater Eurasian integration, 

among other developments. Both leaders of those nations have expressed similar statements to that 

effect in recent speeches. Putin’s address to the Russian National Assembly was almost wholly 

devoted toward domestic development, especially to its poorer regions in the East. Yet, reporting on 

his speech in the West focused almost wholly on his final words in closing regarding Russia’s red 

lines in international relations and how Russia will respond, and on the small protests on the day of 

his speech in Moscow with figures on the numbers and importance of those protests being greatly 

exaggerated in the Western press.  

And there is zero coverage in the West of the thwarted coup plot against Lukashenko in Belarus, but 

instead, an explosion in the Czech Republic in 2014 that has handily been attributed to the 

Russians, with the subsequent expulsion of Russian diplomats on dubious charges. Ex-President 

Vaclav Klaus of the Czech Republic said he was ashamed of the behavior of the Czechs, saying the 

accusations against Moscow “mirrored that of ‘a tiny pooch barking at a huge dog.’ He went on to 

say he thought his country, “…was incapable of having any sensible foreign policy at all.” His 

thoughts have echoes across many Western establishments. The hidden message in Putin’s speech is 

that Russia has had enough of the US and EU and is pursuing its own development, without the 

West if need be. There was also a veiled warning to the British in particular with his reference to 

Rudyard Kipling, with “…all sorts of petty Tabaquis [jackals] are running around…like Tabaqui 

ran around Shere Khan – everything is like in Kipling's book – howling along in order to make their 

sovereign happy. Kipling was a great writer.” As a note of interest, the British, French and Turks 

fought the Crimean War against the Russians, Greeks and Kurds during the stage of weakening of 

the Ottoman Empire.  

The Crimean War was noted for its “incompetent international butchery”. Whether one finds 

Putin’s Kipling reference insulting or factual, the message is clear enough: Russia will no longer 

tolerate the actions of Western powers in efforts to destabilize or marginalize her. His reference to 

the British writer also brings in the Taurus personality of Great Britain, which views Moscow with 

contempt and has done so off and on for at least a few centuries, even though Russia was 

conveniently used as an ally in WWII, only to be scorned once again by Churchill and Truman after 

the war’s end. And that current scorn is largely due to current economics. As a final point of 

interest, Kipling also wrote a little-known poem, “The Last of the Light Brigade”, about Britain’s 

poor treatment of the surviving members of the Light Brigade and its veterans in general at the end 
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of the 19
th

 century. And it is also at that period that Germany and the US were challenging the 

economic dominance of Britain, those challenges contributing strongly to WWI in Europe. Those 

tensions are mirrored today in challenges to Western economic and trade dominance by China. 

Xi Jinping also just gave a speech at the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2021, a pan-

Asian development conference. He stressed multilateralism. At one point he stated, “Diversity is 

what defines our world and makes human civilization fascinating. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

made it all the more clear to people around the world that we must reject the cold-war and zero-sum 

mentality and oppose a new "Cold War" and ideological confrontation in whatever forms. In state-

to-state relations, the principles of equality, mutual respect and mutual trust must be put front and 

center. Bossing others around or meddling in others' internal affairs would not get one any support.” 

China, too, rejects the unilateralism of the US. Both nations – Russia and China – have begun to 

give Washington a taste of its own medicine, the Chinese in Alaska and the Russians via Putin’s 

speech. What does this mean, then, if neither Russia nor China will any longer allow the US or its 

allies to talk down to either nation? Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov summarized it succinctly: 

“The United States has declared limiting the advance of technology in Russia and China 
as its goal. So, we must reduce our exposure to sanctions by strengthening our 
technological independence and switching to settlements in national and 
international currencies other than the dollar. We need to move away from using 
Western-controlled international payment systems.” 

And there you have it, or at least one manifestation of it – Uranus in Taurus in action – a decisive 

shift away from the one area where the West still has control over the world’s economy, and the 

initial stages of a multilateral world payment system. Once that is in place we can expect rapid 

changes in the world’s power structures, away from Western dominance – specifically, US/UK 

dominance. 

Zero-sum and win-win: Why is there so much animosity toward China, then? To start, the West 

has a zero-sum mentality when it comes to trade and finance, meaning there must be a winner and a 

loser. That is so engrained in the American mindset it is well-nigh unshakable. Competition takes 

pride of place over cooperation. As a personal example, I had a supervisor once who confidently 

expressed that sentiment, extoling the ‘virtues’ of competition to me, all the while knowing the 

team I was on did better than all the others – because we cooperated with each other and the other 

departments. The other teams all competed with each other for pride of place and stayed within 

their own small areas. Our team was happy when the others all went home, watching all the in-

fighting. Trump was exemplary of the zero-sum mindset. And that mentality guides American 

foreign policy. Zero-sum thinking is also prevalent across the West in varying degrees. China and 

much of Asia, on the other hand, work more on a Confucian-Taoist philosophy. Business deals 

must be win-win, or mutually beneficial. The pandemic has given us a sharp definition of what 

zero-sum thinking brings, as in the hoarding of supplies, price gouging, politicizing of everything, 

the advantages of being rich (one can ignore the rules everyone else has to live by) and so forth. We 

see it in the vaccine wars, for instance, where Europe and other Five Eyes partners have been 

pressured to use only American vaccines, with rich countries lobbying against lifting intellectual 

property rights on mRNA vaccines and so on. 

The zero-sum system is exploitative and colonial, evidenced in the sprawling, exploitative Western 

empires of yesteryear. That system still applies financially, via the World Bank, the SWIFT system 

and the IMF. Because we in the West are so steeped in the zero-sum thinking it is easy to convince 

people China is trying to take over the world, for example. Because China is so successful, they 

must be doing other nations over, right? Not so fast. It’s a questionable narrative. So, staying with 

the Taurus soul theme and China the question is, who is doing over whom?  
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The big sell-out: Here’s an inconvenient fact, especially for readers in the US, UK and the other 

Five Eyes countries regarding current relations with and public sentiments in the US and other 

nations toward China: 

“It wasn’t China that sold out generations of yet unborn Americans to feed the military 
industrial complex to the tune of nearly a trillion dollars/year. It wasn’t China that 
bailed out the criminal bankers for trillions more dollars – money taken from the tax-
payers and given to the banks to lend back to the public at interest. Nor is China 
responsible for America’s crumbling infrastructure, or its failing school system. The 
culprit is a corporate culture that believes the world is full of winners and losers, and to 
that system, if you are not a greedy corporatist, you are just a loser.” 

The preceding quote bears quite a lot of thought and reflection. Who is the enemy, really? Why is 

China seen as the ‘bad guy’? We can ask the same about Russia, or Iran, or any of several nations. 

No, it is not China’s or any other nation’s fault we are in our current state of affairs. People 

complain about China buying up infrastructure and housing. Instead of blaming China, here’s a 

thought: Why are all those assets even offered to them? Who sold out our industries and shipped 

them off to Asia and points south? Who told us we had to open up the markets and privatize 

everything? Who told us we didn’t have the money to pay for things, all the while the rich get richer 

and we spend colossal sums on arms and stock buy-backs? Here’s a hint: It wasn’t the Chinese who 

stood up in our legislatures and called for neoliberal ‘reforms’, or any other nation. Some readers 

may not like to hear the preceding points, but once one starts to gather all the facts, the truth is 

difficult to deny – our own leaders have sold us out, either through ignorance or willful intent. This 

brings us to a fascinating and disturbing phenomenon we had heard increasingly lately, one which 

has us rightly concerned because of what it produced in the last century: Fascism.  

Continued in Part II: Fascism’s rise in the West. 
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